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Staff Senate Meeting Minutes 
November 14, 2013 
Arkansas Union 507-508 
 
Members Present: Barbara Abercrombie, Brittany Acuff, Jeremy Battjes, Denise Bignar, Kelly Carter, 
Laura Cochran, J’onnelle Colbert-Diaz, Lonnie Deavens, Cosmo Denger, Stephanie Freedle, Kabrina 
Gardner, Michael Gibbs, Andy Gilbride, Melynda Hart, Jennifer Rae Hartman, Roy Hatcher, Jeremy 
McAtee, Ryan Miller, Cindy Morley, Sarah O’Brien, Eva Owens, Autumn Parker, Roman Ruiz, Sue 
Donohue Smith, Eric Specking, Elon Turner, Trish Watkins, Vicky Watkins 
 
Members Absent: Stephanie Adams, Stephanie Bukoski-Smith, Heather England, Chris Nixon, Henry 
Rowe, Mary Skinner 
 
 
I. The meeting was called order by chair, Trish Watkins at 9:30am. 
II. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adopt the agenda. 
III. Employees of the 1st Quarter Presentation – Denise Bignar; Denise recognized the 
Employees of the 1st Quarter recipients. 
IV. Roll Call – Roy Hatcher 
V. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the meeting minutes as 
presented. 
VI. Committee Reports 
a. Special Events – Sue Donohue Smith; Sue thanked all of the Senators who 
volunteered at the Health and Benefits Fair.  The next event for Staff Senate is 
the Employee Picnic which will be held on May 15, 2014. 
b. Internal Affairs – J’onnelle Colbert-Diaz; J’onnelle read the resolution on the 
acknowledgement of gratitude from the Staff Senate to Chancellor Gearhart and 
his administration for their continued support.  After reading and discussion a 
motion was made, seconded, and approved to adopt the resolution with 
grammatical changes.  
VII. New Business 
a. Finance Committee Discussion – Eric Specking; Eric spoke to Staff Senate 
regarding the Finance Committee.  After looking at what the Finance Committee 
is charged with he recommended changing the Finance Committee to a Treasurer 
position.  Eric wanted to know if this is something that the committee should 
pursue with the Bylaws Committee.  After discussion, a motion was made, 
seconded, and denied to dismantle the Finance Committee and have a treasurer 
position and have the Bylaws Committee work out the details.  The voting went 
as follows:  Yes-12, No- 8, and Abstain – 3. Since the motion did not carry, Chair, 
Trish Watkins will charge the Bylaws Committee to review dismantling the 
Finance Committee and have a Treasurer position and report back to the group. 
b. Campus Council – Trish Watkins; Trish opened nominations for Campus Council 
Executive Committee Representative for Staff Senate.  Sue Donohue Smith was 
nominated for the position.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to 
close nominations and accept Sue Smith as the Executive Committee 
Representative for Staff Senate. 
VIII. Human Resources – Barbara Abercrombie 
1. Open enrollment has started and will end on December 6, 2013. There will be a 
special open enrollment for Short Term Disability from November 13, 2013 
through December 13, 2013. No premium increases this year. 
IX. Around the Senate 
a. J’onnelle Colbert-Diaz; The Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance is asking 
for Staff Senate to notify their constituents to make sure their protected data in 
webbasis is updated. 
Meeting Adjourned at 10:45am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Angela Davis 
